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— — Age, libertate Decembri 
Urrn — — — — Hor. 


[2 T this feafon of the year it has always been 
ye cuftomary for the-lower part of the world 
: y to expre(fs their gratitude to their benefactors; 
while fome of a more elevated genius among 
them cloath their thoughts in a kind of 
holiday drefs, and once in the year rife into poets, Thus 
the bellman bids good night to all his mafters and miftreffes 





in couplets; the news-carrier hawks his own verfes; and the 
very lamp-lighter addreffes his worthy cuftomers in rhyme. 
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As a fervant to the public, I fhould be wanting in the due 
refpect to my readers, if I alfo did not take this earlieft i) 
opportunity of paying them the compliments of the feafon, 
and (in the phrafe of their barbers, taylors, fhoemakers, ) 
and other tradefmen) with them a merry Chriffmas and a | 
happy New Year. f 
5D THoss I 
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Tuose old-fafhioned mortals who have been accuftomed 
to look upon this feafon with extraordinary devotion, I 
leave to con over the explanation of it in Nel/fon: It 
fhall at prefent be my bufinefs to fhew the different methods 
of celebrating it in thefe kingdoms. With the generality, 
Chrifimas is looked upon as a feftival in the moft literal fenfe, 
and held facred by good eating and drinking. Thefe, ig- 
deed, are the moft diftinguifhing marks of Chri/ffmas: The 
revenue from the malt-tax and the duty upon wines, &c. 
on account of thefe twelve days, has always been found to 
encreafe confiderably: And it is impoffible to conceive the 
flaughter that is made among the poultry and the hogs in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, to furnith the prodigious nu:mbers 
of turkeys and chines, and collars of brawn, that travel up, 
as prefents, to the metropolis on this occafion, The jolly cit 
looks upon this joyous time of feafting, with as much-plea- 
fure as on the treat of a new-elected alderman, or a lord- 
mayor’s day. Nor can the country farmer rail more againft 
the Game-Act, than many worthy citizens, who have ever 
fince been debarred of their annual hare; while their ladies 
can never enough regret their lofs of the opportunity of dif- 
playing their dkill, in making a moft excellent pudding in 
the belly. But thefe notable houfe-wives have ftill the 
confolation of hearing their guefts commend the mince-pies 
without meat, which we are aflured were made at home, 
and not like the ordinary heavy things from the paftry- 
cooks. Thefe good people would look upon ithe abfence of. 
mince-pies as the higheft violation of Chri/imas; and have 
remarked with concern the difregard that has been fhewn 
of late years to that Old Enghjh repaft: For this excellent 
Britifb Ollio is.as eflential to,Chriflmas, as pancake to Shrove , 
Tuefday, tanfy to Eafter, furmity to Midlent-Sunday, or 


goofe to Michaelmas Day. And they think it no wonder, 
that 
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that our finical gentry fhould be fo loofe in their principles, 
as well as weak in their bodies, when the folid, fubftantial, 
Proteftant mince-pie has given place among’ them to the 
Roman Catholic Aumlets, and the light, puffy, heterodox 


Pets de Religieufes. 


As this feafon ufed formerly to be welcomed in with 
more than ufual jollity in the country, it is probable that the 
Chrifimas remembrances, with which the waggons and 
ftage-coaches are at this time loaded, firft took their rife from 
the laudable cuftom of diftributing provifions at this fe- 
vere quarter of the year to the poor. But thefe prefents 
are now feldom fent to thofe who are really in want of 
thenf} but are defigned as compliments to the great from 
their inferiors, and come chiefly from the tenant to his 
rich land-lord, or from the reCtor of a fat living, as a kind 
of tythe, to his patron. Nor is the old hofpitable Englih 
cuftom, of keeping open houfe for the poor neighbourhood, 
any longer regarded. We might as foon expect to fee 
plumb-porridge fill a terrene at the ordinary at White’s, as 
that the lord of the manour fhould affemble his‘ poor tenants 
to make merry at the great houfe. The fervants {will the 
Chrifimas ale by themfelves in the hall, while the {quire 
gets drunk with his brother foxhunters in the fmoking- 
room. , 


THERE is no rank of people fo heartily rejoiced at the 
arrival of this joyful feafon, as the order of fervants, journey- 
men, and apprentices, and the lower fort of people in gene- 
ral. No mafter or miftrefs is fo rigid, as to refufe them an 
holiday; and by remarkable good luck the fame circum- 
ftance, which gives them an opportunity of diverting them- 
felves, procures them money to fupport it, by the tax which 
cuftom has impofed upon us in the article of Chriftmas- 

Boxes 
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Boxes, The butcher and the baker fend their journey-men 
and apprentices to levy contributions on their cuftomers, 
which are paid back again in the ufual fees to Mr. obn 
and Mrs. Mary. This ferves the tradefman as a pretence to 
lengthen out his bill, and the mafter and miftrefs to lower 
the wages on account of the vails. The Chri/lmas Box was 
formerly the bounty of well-difpofed people, who were 
willing to contribute fomething towards rewarding the induf- 
trious, and fupplying them with neceffaries. But the gift 
is now almoft demanded as a right; and our journeymen, 
apprentices &c. are grown fo polite, that inftead of referving 
their Chriffmas Box for its original ufe, their ready cath 
ferves them only for prefent pocket-money ; and inftead of 
vifiting their friends and relations, they commence the fine 
gentlemen of the week. The fixpenny hop is crouded with 
ladies and gentlemen from the kitchen; the Syrens of Cathe- 
rine Street charm many an holiday gallant into their {nares ; 
and the play-houfes are filled with beaux, wits and critics, 
from Cheapfide and White-Chapel. The barrows are fur- 
rounded with raw lads fetting their halfpence againft oranges; 
and the greafy cards and dirty cribbage-board employ the 
genteeler gamefters in every ale-houfe. A merry Chrifmas 
has ruined many a promifing young fellow, who has been 
flufh of money at the beginning of the week, but before the 
end of it has committed a robbery on the till for more. 


But in the midft of this general feftivity there are fome 
fo far from giving into any extraordinary merriment, that 
they feem more gloomy than ufual, and appear with faces 
as difmal as the month in which Chri/fmas is celebrated. I 
have heard a plodding citizen moft grievoufly complain of 
the great expence of houfe-keeping at this feafon, when 
his own and his wife’s relations claim the privilege of kin- 


dred 
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dred to eat him out of houfe and home: Theh again, 
confidering the prefent total decay of trade, and the great 
load of taxes, it is a fhame that poor fhopkeepers fhoulé 
be fo fleeced and plundered, under the pretence of Chri/imas : 
Boxes. But if tradefmen have any reafon to murmur at 
Chrifimas, many of their cuftomers, on the other hand, | 
tremble at its approach ; as it ismadea fan@tion to every 





petty mechanic, to break in upon their joy, and difturb a 
gentleman’s repofe at this time, by bringing in his bill. 


OTHERS, who ufed to be very merry at this feafon, have 
within this year or two been quite difconcerted. To put 
them out of their old way, is to put them out of humour: 
they have therefore quarrelled with the almanack, and re- 
fufe to keep their Chri/mas according to Act of Parliament. 
My Coufin ViLLaGe informs me, that this obftinacy is very ' 


age -— 


common in the country ; and that many ftill perfift in 

waiting eleven days for their mirth, and defer their Chrifmas ! 
till the blowing of the Glafonbury Thorn, In fome, indeed, 
this cavilling with the calendar has been only the refult of 
clofe ceconomy ; who by evading the expence of keeping 
Chrifimas with the reft of the world, find means to ne- 
glect it, when the general time of celebrating it is over. 
Many have availed themfelves of this expedient: and Iam 
acquainted with a couple, who are enraged at the New Style 
on another account ; becaufe it puts them to double expences, i 
by robbing them of the opportunity of keeping Chri/imas 

Day and their Wedding Day at the fame time. 





As to perfons of fafhion, this annual Carnival is worfe to 
them than Lent, or the empty town in the middle of fum- 
mer. The boifterous merriment, and aukward affectation | 
of politenefs among the vulgar, interrupts the courfe of their \ 
refined pleafures, and drives them out of town for the Holi- 


5 E days. 
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days: The few who remain are very much at a lofs how 
to difpofe of their time; for the theatres at this feafon 
are opened only for the reception of fchool-boys and appren- 
tices, and there is no public place where a perfon of fafhion 
can appear, without being furrounded with the dirty inha- 
bitants of St. Grles’s, and the brutes from the Wapping 
fide of Weftminfter. 'Thefe unhappy fufferers are really to 
be pitied; and fince Chri/fmas day has to perfons of diftinc- 
tion a great deal of infipidity about it, I cannot enough ap- 
plaud an ingenious lady, who fent cards round to all her 
acquaintance, inviting them to a route; which they de- 
clared was the happieft thought in the world, becaufe 
Chriftmas Day is fo like Sunday. 


T 


D WIN, at the Roe in Pater-nofter Row ; where 





